CHAPTER XI

EALEIGH AND  THE  VISION  OF THE WEST

CONQUERORS first, prospectors second, then the
pioneers: that is the order of those by whom
America was opened up for English-speaking peo-
ple. No Elizabethan colonies took root. There-
fore the age of Elizabethan sea-dogs was one of
conquerors and prospectors, not one of pioneering
colonists at all.

Spain and Portugal alone founded sixteenth-
century colonies that have had a continuous life
from those days to our own. Virginia and New
England, like New France, only began as perma-
nent settlements after Drake and Queen Elizabeth
were dead: Virginia in 1607, New France in 1608,
New England in 1620.

It is true that Drake and his sea-dogs were pros-
pectors in their way. So were the soldiers, gentle-
men-adventurers, and fighting traders in theirs.
On the other hand, some of the prospectors them-
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